










Vale: Paul Henry Darbyshire of New Zealand: 27 November 1959 – 15 March 2025 
by Paul Traynor: New Zealand’s PFGM National Coordinator 

Many of you may have heard the sad news of Paul's death on Saturday morning, March 15 2025. Linda, his wife, 
was by his side when he quietly slipped away. Paul passed away in New Plymouth at the age of 65, after a long 
battle with cancer. Paul was accepting of his diagnosis and calm in the face of death.


Paul interviewed me for the First City Wide Youth Minister position in Palmerston North. Who would have thought 
our lives would be entwined through the PFGM? This is where I met his wife, Linda, and started an association 
through Passionist Family Groups. Paul had a great passion for supporting and working with young people. He 
and Linda were involved in this ministry for 16 years and opened doors and hearts to many young people 
including hospitality, acceptance and enduring friendship.


Paul and Linda, along with John and Mary Ellen Leen, served as PFGM National 
Coordinators in New Zealand for five years and they all continued to be a support and 
encouragement in my role as National Coordinator from July 2021. This is a sad time 
as we remember a man who had a good heart, a great sense of humour and a habit of 
stirring along with his generosity and care for others. He is missed and I ask that 
you keep Linda and family, along with Paul's family and friends, in your prayer.

Paul’s funeral was celebrated at St Joseph’s, New Plymouth.

With love and in friendship - our family journey continues but we shall not forget our 

brother, Paul.

Paul’s coffin bore three images of the PFG logo – his connection to youth, young adults and Passionist Family 
Groups. Paul was always ready to serve, assist, build up and, of course, ‘have you on’. He was a good stirrer. 
We remember his wife Linda and their family and friends.The simplicity of Paul’s funeral typified the practical faith 
that Paul and Linda shared. May he rest in peace.

Vale: Patrick Thomas O’Reilly - Sandringham, Victoria   23/4/1940 - 10/02/2025    
“A loyal and  and much loved friend of many.”


Pat passed away peacefully on February 10, 2025. Pat, together with his wife Carol (also 
deceased), were the committed PFGM Parish Coordinators for many years in the Sandringham 
Parish of suburban Melbourne in Victoria.

Pat’s Requiem Mass was celebrated at their Sacred Heart Parish church on March 6, 2025.

Many of the Parish’s Family Group members were present to farewell Pat.

We remember, also, all the people special to us who have died recently but remain in our minds, hearts & prayers.

A tribute to Sue Faulkner - Bardon Parish, Brisbane Queensland 
Sue Faulkner (with husband Frank and their family) were part of the original Family Groups in Bardon. Frank 
passed away in 2009. On the 14th May, 2025, on Sue and Frank's 70th Wedding Anniversary, Sue left this life. 
She was 95. 


Sue was a remarkable lady and over the past few years I have been 
fortunate to have spent more time with her. 

Though her body grew weary, her mind certainly did not - learning Italian 
via duo lingo each afternoon and very interested in all world and local 
events. She enjoyed, with others in her family, the daily challenge of 
Wordle. Sue truly delighted in keeping up with what was happening in the 
lives of her children, grandchildren and great grandchildren. She was 
always interested in those from the Bardon Parish we both knew over 
many years - especially the Family Group. When she was able to, Sue 
really enjoyed meeting up for Family Group activities in these later years. 
She looked forward to those times and was very grateful for the assistance 
she needed to be there. We had all been a part of her life for a long time 
and she appreciated and cared for all of us. Similar to most lives, 
particularly one of so many years, Sue experienced great joy and great 
sadness. Through it all Sue was wise, caring and gracious, with 
an inner strength; a woman of integrity, of great faith and 
unconditional love. Sue was also great fun. 

She will be missed in many ways by many people. 


	 	 - Elaine Hynes - Moore Family Group, Brisbane  
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